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of his subject, and " free " In the life that grows out from and
is based upon that profession. Such an education must con-
tain more than mere rudiments or the technical instruction
necessary for a practitioner in these arts ; it must include
a thorough mastery of them. For such a career the study
of the French and German languages, contributing as these
literatures may in the broadest manner to one's success by
opening to him the experience of other peoples of advanced
civilization, is far more liberal than the ordinary instruction
in Greek or Latin would be. Similarly the social, political,
and economic sciences, contributing as they do a knowledge
of the complex activities, interests, and forces of modern
social life, are liberal in the sense that the old disciplinary
use of mathematics could not be. True, a man in such lines
of scientific activity would need a most thorough course in
mathematics, but for an entirely different purpose from that
held by the disciplinarians, with a different selection of the
branches of mathematics and with considerable change in
method.
A liberal education is one containing the best culture
material of the life for which it is designed to prepare; and
it is liberal only to the extent that it includes these materials.
The natural sciences most largely contributed to the culture'of
the nineteenth century. In a similar way the social sciences
are now being developed, with much of inspiration, purpose,
and method borrowed from the natural sciences. Every
aspect of life and thought of the present age has been modi-
fied and given its tone and color by the development of the
natural sciences. Therefore, an education that constitutes
a liberal preparation for present life must include a large
element of these studies.
But since it is impossible that every youth to be educated
should master even the rudiments of all these sciences in
addition to much of the old material, the representatives of
this view of education have usually contented themselves with